
GENERAL STAFF 

 
  
Branch Insignia: The coat of arms of the United States, 5/8 inch in height, of gold color metal superimposed on a five-
pointed silver color star, 1 inch in circumscribing diameter. The shield to be in enamel stripes of white and red, chief of 
blue, and the glory blue. 
  
On 17 June 1904, the Chief of Staff of the Army, Lieutenant General Chaffee, approved the design of the General Staff 
insignia to take effect 1 July 1904. The device has been in continual use since that date. The insignia was originally worn 
only by officers, in the grade of captain and above, detailed to the General Staff Corps. Authority for its wear was later 
extended to officers detailed to General Staff Corps with troops. At the time the Department of the Army was established 
as the legal successor to the War Department, the word "Corps" in the title of branch officers detailed to the General Staff 
Corps was dropped. The device is now worn by officers detailed in orders to the Army General Staff and to General Staff 
with troops. 
  
The star is symbolic of the highest level in the Army, and the Arms of the United States allude to the mission of the 
General Staff which is the exercise General Staff supervision over the management of the land forces of the United 
States. 
  
Branch Colors: No color assigned 
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